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of cadging notice in the Quarterly by praising Lock-
hart's Life of Burns > and concludes : " We know that
Lockhart despises Bulwer's novels and intends to
quarter them at the fir ft opportunity."

In February 1831 Fraser's resumed operations, and
in a review of the " Novels of the Season " carried their
anti-Bulwerism a ftage further. Bulwer is now a
" Silver Fork Polisher," a leader of the " Footman
School of Novelifts " (Thackeray, among other debts
to Maginn, left unacknowledged the origin of
Yellowplush); he cannot rhyme; his wit is trained
and at once jealously offensive and sycophantic; as for
his satire it is here " paltry drivel," there " molasses."
May 1831 sees an article which was to cause trouble
later. An anonymous Fraserian describes Bulwer's
private library in Hertford Street. " The living spirit
of Pelham seemed to pervade the apartment," with its
" carved oak table, massive yet with exquisite and
minute decorations " ; its " bookshelves of carved oak,
each division wreathed with a pattern of ormolu and
containing works no doubt of value within and of
prodigious finery without"; its " bronze bufts of
the firft quality "; its " Sfeyres wafer bowl, curiously
wrought inkftand and carved paper-cutter." The
description (probably accurate enough, for Bulwer
had a flamboyant tafte and, as has been seen, often spent
needed money on elaborate trifling) concludes with a
trite reflection as to the improbability of genius sur-
viving in a " hotbed of luxury " and with these words:
" Decoration and display are the propensities of vulgar
minds, equally obnoxious to real refinement and allied
to that grossest of all worldly spirits, orientation."

After the usual two-monthly interval the game began
again. The May number of the New Monthly had
contained a fulsome article on Bulwer as a man and a
novelift, written in fact by L. E. L. Fraser's for July
pretended to believe that for this article Bulwer